


•	 Dakota Gasification Company has joined a research 
project coordinated by the Petroleum Technology 
Research Center, Regina, Saskatchewan, to study and 
confirm the feasibility of permanent CO2 containment 
within a geological reservoir. Fifteen sponsors from 
government and industry have contributed to the study. 
The final phase of the study is under way and will be 
completed in 2010.

We’re helping limit the amount  
of carbon dioxide in the air

•	 We’re diversifying our power supply to include wind, 
natural gas and recovered energy generation. Recent 
projects include:

•	 Basin Electric is partnering with NextEra Energy in 
the Baldwin wind project near Baldwin, ND, north 
of Bismarck. The 100-megawatt project will be 
operational by the end of 2010. 

•	 Basin Electric is permitting a combined cycle 
power plant near White, SD. At 300 megawatts, 
it’ll be operational in 2012.

•	 Basin Electric is constructing the Culbertson 
Generation Station near Culbertson, MT. It’s a 
91-megawatt natural gas-fueled simple cycle 
turbine. It’ll be operational by the fall of 2010.

•	 Basin Electric partnered with NextEra Energy in 
the Day County Wind Project near Groton, SD. 
The 99-megawatt wind energy center began 
commercial operation in April 2010. 

•	 Basin Electric purchases zero-emissions 
recovered energy generation from eight 
5.5-megawatt power plants located near 
Culbertson, MT; Manning, St. Anthony and 
Zeeland, ND; and Aberdeen, Clark and Estelline, 
SD; and Garvin, MN. The units are owned and 
operated by subsidiaries of Ormat Technologies of 

Reno, NV. 

•	 We’re building the nation’s largest cooperative-owned 
and operated wind projects:

•	 On Dec. 30, 2009, Basin Electric subsidiary 
PrairieWinds ND 1 commissioned the final of 
77 turbines for the PrairieWinds 1 project south 
of Minot, ND. It is the largest wind project in the 
nation owned solely by a cooperative. 

•	 PrairieWinds SD 1, a Basin Electric subsidiary, 
plans to build a 151.5-megawatt project in central 
South Dakota. It’s planned to be in operation in 
early 2011.

•	 We’re increasing conservation and efficiency measures 
at our facilities:

•	 Newer, more efficient turbines have been installed 
in the Laramie River Station’s three units near 
Wheatland, WY, and Leland Olds Station Unit 2 
near Stanton, ND.

•	 Hybrid and flex-fuel vehicles are being 
incorporated into the cooperative’s  
motor pool.

•	 Basin Electric Headquarters has implemented 
several energy-saving measures including 
installing more efficient heating and cooling 
systems, motors, and lighting.

•	 We’re recycling aluminum, plastic and paper, 
and have eliminated Styrofoam cups from 
Headquarters. 

•	 For more information on what Basin Electric is doing 
to promote energy efficiency and conservation, please 
refer to the Environmental Commitment, Efficiency & 
Conservation talking points.
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